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SUBJ: HUMAN RIGHTS: GUAROEO OPTIMISM 


SUMMARY. UE BELIEVE THAT CERTAIN ATT I TUO I HAL. CHANGES 
ARE OBSERVABLE WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA 
WHICH GIVE US HOPE FOR BASIC REVISIONS IN THE SYSTEM 
OF REPRESSION. WE 00 NOT BELIEVE THAT ALL 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS HAVE CEASED IN ARGENTINA 
OR ARE ABOUT TO CEASE, EVEN THOUGH AS REPORTEO 
EARLIER THE NUMBER OF ABUSES IS DOWN. ENO SUMMARY. 

1. WE ARE AT A MOMENT WHEN GUAROEO OPTIMISM ABOUT THE 
FUTURE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA SEEMS WARRANTED. 
THERE IS A LONG HAUL AHEAD. MACHINERY FOR REPRESSIOH- 
IN TERMS OF ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN THE THREE SERVICES 
AND THE POLICE-REMAINS TO BE -0E-M0B8EQ* OR, MORE 
L IHELY, RE 'TOOL EO IN ORDER TO CONTROL VIOLENCE FROM 
BOTH LEFT AND RIGHT. CHANGES IN PERCEPTIONS MUST COME 
ABOUT WHICH WILL ENABLE ARGENTINE OFFICIALS-FROM CORPS 
COMMANDER OOWII TO RANK AND FILE MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY 
FORCES— TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN TERRORISM, OR LATENT 
CAPACITY FOR MAXING TERROR, FROM LEFTIST OR ECCENTRIC 
POLITICAL BELIEF. WHAT ENCOURAGES US RECENTLY IS 
EVIDENCE THAT ATT I TUO INAL CHANGES ARE TAKING PLACE 
WHICH -ALTHOUGH THEY HAY PROVE EPHEMERAL -REPRESENT 
THE FIRST INDISPENSABLE STEP TOWARD CLEANING UP A 
PERSISTENT PATTERN OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. 
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3. ALTHOUGH IT IS GENERAL VIOLA WHO TODAY APPEARS? TO 8E 
TAKING THE INITIATIVE IN BRINGING GREATER CONTROL OVER 
SECURITY OPERATIONS, WE NEED HOT CONCLUDE THAT THESE 
EFFORTS BEGIN AND END WITH HIM. ALTHOUGH HIS EFFORTS 
WILL ENGENDER OPPOSITION AMONG OPERATING LEVELS OF THE 
SECURITY FORCES, THERE IS WIDESPREAD UNDERSTANDING 
WITHIN T.HE MILITARY OF THE NEED OF GETTING STRICT, 
HIERARCHICAL CONTROL OVER ALL PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN 
SECURITY. OPERATIONS. DAO HAS REPORTED EARLIER UAYS IN 
WHICH SECURITY PERSONNEL. AND OPERATIONS WERE CUT BACK, 

AS DEMONSTRATED BY THE SERVICES' INTRODUCING AGAIN COURSES 
AND SCHOOLS WHICH ,HAD BEEN SUSPENDED DUE TO MOBILIZATION 
AGAINST SUBVERSION. WE REPORTED FOR EXAMPLE THAT THE 
NAVAL MECHANICS SCHOOL SEEMS NOW TO BE GIVEN OVER 
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2. TO A LARGE EXTENT IT IS ARMY COMMANDER VIOLA WHO 
HAS EMERGED TO LEAD THOSE WHO HAVE RECOGNIZED A NEED 
FOR DRAMATIC IMPROVEMENT. IN A SPEECH ON SEPTEMBER 26 
HE SPOKE POINTEDLY OF THE NEED TO “WIN THE PEACE, " AND 
70 GET A HANDLE ON SUBVERSION' S’ AFTERMATH. HE HASACTEO 
TOO UPON HIS BELIEF THAT CHANGE IS NECESSARY. 

BUENOS AIRES 7626 REPORTED GUIDELINES RECENTLY GIVEN 
BY THE ARMY TO CORPS COMMANDERS AND INTELLIGENCE 
SERVICES REGARDING WAYS OF HANDLING TERRORISM AND 
SUBVERSIQU>£J 

J TO THE EFFECT THAT THE FIRST CORPS COMMANDER 
. HAS TAKTiTsTEPS TO CONTROL THE ACTIVITY OF SECURITY 
UN ITS -WORKING WITHIN THE FIRST CORPS ZONE OF 
GEOGRAPHICAL COMMAND. -UE HAVE BEEN TOLD IN GREAT. 
'CONFIDENCE THAT A SECURITY SERVICE THAT REPORTS TO 
VIOLA HAS BEEN GIVEN THE TASK STUDYING THE SHAPE OF 
AND THE REASONS UNDERLYING THE US HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY. 
THERE HAVE BEEN HEW INCIDENTS REPORTED IN THE PRESS OF • 
ARMY UNITS' ARRESTING PROVINCIAL POLICE FOR ABUSE, AND A 
REPORT APPEARED OF THE SENTENCING OF AN ARMY CORPORAL 
FOR THE MURDER OF A PRESUMED FERRORIST ; THIS NEEDS MORE 
STUDY, BUT WE THINK THESE EVENTS MAY TURN OUT TO EVIDENCE 



f(D 


ml 








